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Fiction
A Dragon’s Flame
Jeffries Mercedese
Princess Aleesha is the firstborn of King Richard and
Queen Mirabelle, and everything the Kingdom of Forthwind
thinks they know about her is a lie. Behind closed doors her
name is Al'zhah and she is half-human and half-dragon,
and, at ten years old, her dragon instincts have grown too
wild for a human life. Her parents felt they had no choice
but to send her away to the tower in which her father,
Ri'zhaar, had once guarded her mother, Mirabelle.
Now thirteen years later, Al'zhah's younger sister, Lyra,
learns of her secret and wishes to leave Forthwind and live
in the tower with her. The only way for that to happen is if
Al'zhah "kidnaps" and guards her younger sister. However,
with human blood and a dragon's flame come complications
that could make this task near impossible for Al'zhah.

A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles
A Gentleman in Moscow immerses us in another elegantly
drawn era with the story of Count Alexander Rostov. When,
in 1922, he is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a
Bolshevik tribunal, the count is sentenced to house arrest in
the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the
Kremlin. Rostov, an indomitable man of erudition and wit,
has never worked a day in his life, and must now live in an
attic room while some of the most tumultuous decades in
Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors.
Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him a
doorway into a much larger world of emotional discovery.
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The Alice Network
Kate Quinn
1947. American college girl Charlie St. Clair is pregnant and
unmarried. She's also nursing a desperate hope that her
beloved cousin Rose, who disappeared in Nazi-occupied
France, might still be alive. So when Charlie's parents
banish her to Europe to have her "little problem" taken care
of, Charlie breaks free, determined to find out what
happened to the cousin she loves like a sister.
1915. A year into the Great War, Eve Gardiner burns to join
the fight against the Germans and unexpectedly gets her
chance when she's recruited to work as a spy. Sent into
enemy-occupied France, she's trained by the mesmerizing
Lili, the "Queen of Spies", who manages a vast network of
secret agents right under the enemy's nose.
Thirty years later, haunted by the betrayal that ultimately
tore apart the Alice Network, Eve spends her days drunk
and secluded in her crumbling London house. Until a young
American barges in uttering a name Eve hasn't heard in
decades, and launches them both on a mission to find the
truth...no matter where it leads.
American Dirt
Jeanine Cummins
Lydia Quixano Pérez lives a comfortable life running a
bookstore in Acapulco. And then one day a man, Javier,
enters the shop to browse and comes up to the register with
a few books he would like to buy—two of them her
favorites. Unbeknownst to Lydia, he is the jefe of the
newest drug cartel that has gruesomely taken over the city.
When Lydia’s husband’s tell-all profile of Javier is
published, none of their lives will ever be the same.
Forced to flee, Lydia and eight-year-old Luca soon find
themselves miles and worlds away from their comfortable
middle-class existence. Instantly transformed into migrants,
Lydia and Luca ride la bestia—trains that make their way
north toward the United States, which is the only place
Javier’s reach doesn’t extend. As they join the countless
people trying to reach el norte, Lydia soon sees that
everyone is running from something. But what exactly are
they running to?
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Ashes in the Snow
Ruta Sepetys
Fifteen-year-old Lina is a Lithuanian girl living an ordinary
life -- until Soviet officers invade her home and tear her
family apart. Separated from her father and forced onto a
crowded train, Lina, her mother, and her young brother
make their way to a Siberian work camp, where they are
forced to fight for their lives.
Lina finds solace in her art, documenting these events by
drawing. Risking everything, she imbeds clues in her
drawings of their location and secretly passes them along,
hoping her drawings will make their way to her father's
prison camp. But will strength, love, and hope be enough
for Lina and her family to survive?

Ask Again, Yes
Mary Beth Keane
A profoundly moving novel about two neighboring families
in a suburban town, the bond between their children, a
tragedy that reverberates over four decades, the daily
intimacies of marriage, and the power of forgiveness.
Francis Gleeson and Brian Stanhope, two rookie cops in
the NYPD, live next door to each other outside the city.
What happens behind closed doors in both houses—the
loneliness of Francis’s wife, Lena, and the instability of
Brian’s wife, Anne—sets the stage for the explosive events
to come.
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Be My Love
Kit Pearson
For as long as she can remember, Maisie has spent her
summers on Kingfisher Island. She and her beloved cousin
Una run wild, and Maisie feels the warm embrace of her
big, extended family. This summer Maisie needs that
escape more than ever.
But now everything on Kingfisher has changed: Una has
returned from her mainland school a sophisticated young
woman too mature for childish games, and even worse, she
has an all-consuming infatuation with David Meyer, both an
old friend and an older man. Soon Maisie finds herself
playing second fiddle—jealous of Una and David’s
closeness, and unsure of what those feelings mean.
When Maisie’s greatest attempt to maintain the special
magic of her friendship with Una goes up in smoke, it
seems as though all is lost. But with an enormous
revelation, and a heartrending intervention, Maisie may
finally discover the strength she needs to find the same
peace that the island has brought her within herself.

Beartown
Fredrik Backman
People say Beartown is finished. A tiny community nestled
deep in the forest, it is slowly losing ground to the ever
encroaching trees. But down by the lake stands an old ice
rink, built generations ago by the working men who founded
this town. And in that ice rink is the reason people in
Beartown believe tomorrow will be better than today. Their
junior ice hockey team is about to compete in the national
semi-finals, and they actually have a shot at winning. All the
hopes and dreams of this place now rest on the shoulders
of a handful of teenage boys. Being responsible for the
hopes of an entire town is a heavy burden, and the semifinal match is the catalyst for a violent act that will leave a
young girl traumatized and a town in turmoil. Accusations
are made and, like ripples on a pond, they travel through all
of Beartown, leaving no resident unaffected.
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Before We Were Yours
Lisa Wingate
Memphis, 1939. Twelve-year-old Rill Foss and her four
younger siblings live a magical life aboard their family’s
Mississippi River shantyboat. But when their father must
rush their mother to the hospital one stormy night, Rill is left
in charge—until strangers arrive in force. Wrenched from all
that is familiar and thrown into a Tennessee Children’s
Home Society orphanage, the Foss children are assured
that they will soon be returned to their parents— but they
quickly realize the dark truth. At the mercy of the facility’s
cruel director, Rill fights to keep her sisters and brother
together in a world of danger and uncertainty.
Aiken, South Carolina, present day. Born into wealth and
privilege, Avery Stafford seems to have it all. But when
Avery returns home to help her father weather a health
crisis, a chance encounter leaves her with uncomfortable
questions and compels her to take a journey through her
family’s long-hidden history, on a path that will ultimately
lead either to devastation or to redemption.

Bone Black
Carol Rose GoldenEagle
There are too many stories about Indigenous women who
go missing or are murdered, and it doesn’t seem as though
official sources such as government, police or the courts
respond in a way that works toward finding justice or even
solutions. At least that is the way Wren StrongEagle sees it.
Wren is devastated when her twin sister, Raven,
mysteriously disappears after the two spend an evening
visiting at a local pub. When Wren files a missing persons
report with the local police, she is dismissed and becomes
convinced the case will not be properly investigated. As she
follows media reports, Wren realizes that the same
heartbreak she’s feeling is the same for too many families,
indeed for whole Nations. Something within Wren snaps
and she decides to take justice into her own hands. She
soon disappears into a darkness, struggling to come to
terms with the type of justice she delivers. Throughout her
choices, and every step along the way, Wren feels as
though she is being guided. But, by what?
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The Book of Longings
Sue Monk Kidd
Raised in a wealthy family in Sepphoris with ties to the ruler
of Galilee, Ana is rebellious and ambitious, a relentless
seeker with a brilliant, curious mind and a daring spirit.
Defying the expectations placed on women, she engages in
furtive scholarly pursuits and writes secret narratives about
neglected and silenced women.
When she meets the eighteen-year-old Jesus, each is
drawn to and enriched by the other’s spiritual and
philosophical ideas. He becomes a floodgate for her
intellect, but also the awakener of her heart. Their marriage
unfolds with love and conflict, humor and pathos in
Nazareth, where Ana makes a home with Jesus and his
family. Here, Ana’s pent-up longings intensify amid the
turbulent resistance to the Roman occupation of Israel,
partially led by her charismatic adopted brother, Judas.
When Ana’s impetuous streak forces her to flee Nazareth
for her safety before Jesus’s public ministry begins, she
makes her way to Alexandria, where she eventually finds
refuge and purpose in unexpected surroundings.
The Brilliant Life of Eudora Honeysett
Annie Lyons
Eudora Honeysett is done with this noisy, moronic world.
She has witnessed the indignities and suffering of old age
and has lived a full life. At eighty-five, she isn’t going to
leave things to chance. Her end will be on her terms. With
one call to a clinic in Switzerland, a plan is set in motion.
Then she meets ten-year-old Rose Trewidney, a whirling,
pint-sized rainbow of color and sparkling cheer. All Eudora
wants is to be left alone to set her affairs in order. Instead,
she finds herself embarking on a series of adventures with
the irrepressible Rose and their affable neighbor, the
recently widowed Stanley.
While the trio of unlikely BFFs grow closer, Eudora is
reminded of her own childhood—of losing her father during
World War II and the devastating impact it had on her entire
family. But now that her joy for life has been rekindled, how
can she possibly say goodbye?
7

Carnegie’s Maid
Marie Benedict
In the industrial 1860s at the dawn of the Carnegie empire,
Irish immigrant Clara Kelly finds herself in desperate
circumstances. Looking for a way out, she seeks
employment as a lady's maid in the home of the prominent
businessman Andrew Carnegie. Soon, the bond between
Clara and her employer deepens into love. But when Clara
goes missing, Carnegie's search for her unearths secrets
and revelations that lay the foundation for his lasting legacy.
With captivating insight and stunning heart, Carnegie's
Maid tells the story of one lost woman who may have
spurred Andrew Carnegie's transformation from ruthless
industrialist into the world's first true philanthropist.

The Chelsea Girls
Fiona Davis
From the dramatic redbrick facade to the sweeping
staircase dripping with art, the Chelsea Hotel has long been
New York City's creative oasis for the many artists, writers,
musicians, actors, filmmakers, and poets who have called it
home—a scene playwright Hazel Riley and actress Maxine
Mead are determined to use to their advantage. Yet they
soon discover that the greatest obstacle to putting up a
show on Broadway has nothing to do with their art, and
everything to do with politics.
A Red scare is sweeping across America, and Senator
Joseph McCarthy has started a witch hunt for Communists,
with those in the entertainment industry in the crosshairs.
As the pressure builds to name names, it is more than
Hazel and Maxine's Broadway dreams that may suffer as
they grapple with the terrible consequences, but also their
livelihood, their friendship, and even their freedom.
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Cilka’s Journey (The Tattooist of Auschwitz #2)
Heather Morris
In this follow-up to The Tattooist of Auschwitz, the author
tells the story, based on a true one, of a woman who
survives Auschwitz, only to find herself locked away again.
Cilka Klein is 18 years old when Auschwitz-Birkenau is
liberated by Soviet soldiers. But Cilka is one of the many
women who is sentenced to a labor camp on charges of
having helped the Nazis--with no consideration of the
circumstances Cilka and women like her found themselves
in as they struggled to survive. Once at the Vorkuta gulag in
Sibera, where she is to serve her 15-year sentence, Cilka
uses her wits, charm, and beauty to survive.

Circe
Madeline Miller
In the house of Helios, god of the sun and mightiest of the
Titans, a daughter is born. But Circe is a strange child - not
powerful, like her father, nor viciously alluring like her
mother. Turning to the world of mortals for companionship,
she discovers that she does possess power - the power of
witchcraft, which can transform rivals into monsters and
menace the gods themselves.
Threatened, Zeus banishes her to a deserted island, where
she hones her occult craft, tames wild beasts and crosses
paths with many of the most famous figures in all of
mythology, including the Minotaur, Daedalus and his
doomed son Icarus, the murderous Medea, and, of course,
wily Odysseus.
But there is danger, too, for a woman who stands alone,
and Circe unwittingly draws the wrath of both men and
gods, ultimately finding herself pitted against one of the
most terrifying and vengeful of the Olympians. To protect
what she loves most, Circe must summon all her strength
and choose, once and for all, whether she belongs with the
gods she is born from, or the mortals she has come to love.
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City of Girls
Elizabeth Gilbert
In 1940, nineteen-year-old Vivian Morris has just been
kicked out of Vassar College. Her affluent parents send her
to Manhattan to live with her Aunt Peg, who owns a
flamboyant, crumbling midtown theater called the Lily
Playhouse. There Vivian is introduced to an entire cosmos
of unconventional and charismatic characters.
But when Vivian makes a personal mistake that results in
professional scandal, it turns her new world upside down in
ways that it will take her years to fully understand.
Ultimately, though, it leads her to a new understanding of
the kind of life she craves-and the kind of freedom it takes
to pursue it. It will also lead to the love of her life, a love that
stands out from all the rest.
Consent
Annabel Lyon
Saskia and Jenny are twins who are alike only in
appearance. Saskia is a hard-working grad student whose
interests are solely academic, while Jenny, an interior
designer, is glamourous, thrill-seeking, capricious and
narcissistic. Still, when Jenny is severely injured in an
accident, Saskia puts her life on hold to be with her sister.
Sara and Mattie are sisters with a difficult relationship.
Mattie, the younger sister, is affectionate, curious and
intellectually disabled. As soon as Sara is able, she leaves
home, in pursuit of a life of the mind and the body. But
when their mother dies, Sara inherits the duty of caring for
her sister.
Arriving at the house one day, she finds out that Mattie has
married Robert, her wealthy mother's handyman. Though
Mattie seems happy, Sara cannot let this go, forcing the
annulment of the marriage and the banishment of Robert.
With him out of the picture, though, she has no choice but
to become her sister's keeper, sacrificing her own
happiness and Mattie's too. When Robert turns up again,
another tragedy happens. The waves from these events
eventually engulf Sara and Saskia, sisters in mourning, in a
quest for revenge.
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Daisy Jones & The Six
Taylor Jenkins Reid
Daisy is a girl coming of age in L.A. in the late sixties,
sneaking into clubs on the Sunset Strip, sleeping with rock
stars, and dreaming of singing at the Whisky a Go Go. The
sex and drugs are thrilling, but it’s the rock and roll she
loves most. By the time she’s twenty, her voice is getting
noticed, and she has the kind of heedless beauty that
makes people do crazy things.
Also getting noticed is The Six, a band led by the brooding
Billy Dunne. On the eve of their first tour, his girlfriend
Camila finds out she’s pregnant, and with the pressure of
impending fatherhood and fame, Billy goes a little wild on
the road.
Daisy and Billy cross paths when a producer realizes that
the key to supercharged success is to put the two together.
What happens next will become the stuff of legend.
Dark Roads
Chevy Stevens
The Cold Creek Highway stretches close to five hundred
miles through British Columbia’s rugged wilderness to the
west coast. Isolated and vast, it has become a prime
hunting ground for predators. And no killer or abductor who
has stalked the highway has ever been brought to justice.
Hailey McBride calls Cold Creek home. Her father taught
her to respect nature, how to live and survive off the land,
and to never travel the highway alone. Now he’s gone,
leaving her in the care of her aunt whose police officer
husband uses his badge as a means to bully and control
Hailey. Overwhelmed by grief and forbidden to work,
socialize, or date, Hailey vanishes into the mountainous
terrain, hoping everyone will believe she’s left town.
One year later, Beth Chevalier arrives in Cold Creek, where
her sister Amber lived—and where she was murdered. Beth
takes a waitressing job at the local diner, just as Amber did,
desperate to understand what happened to her and why.
But Beth’s search for answers puts a target on her back—
and threatens to reveal the truth behind Hailey’s
disappearance…
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The Dreamers
Karen Thompson Walker
In an isolated college town in the hills of Southern
California, a freshman girl stumbles into her dorm room,
falls asleep—and doesn’t wake up. She sleeps through the
morning, into the evening. Her roommate, Mei, cannot
rouse her. Neither can the paramedics who carry her away,
nor the perplexed doctors at the hospital. Then a second
girl falls asleep, and then another, and panic takes hold of
the college and spreads to the town.
As the number of cases multiplies, classes are canceled,
and stores begin to run out of supplies. A quarantine is
established. The National Guard is summoned.
A psychiatrist, summoned from Los Angeles, attempts to
make sense of the illness as it spreads through the town.
Those infected are displaying unusual levels of brain
activity, more than has ever been recorded. They are
dreaming heightened dreams—but of what?

Every Note Played
Lisa Genova
An accomplished concert pianist, Richard received standing
ovations from audiences all over the world in awe of his
rare combination of emotional resonance and flawless
technique. Richard now has ALS, and his entire right arm is
paralyzed. His fingers are impotent, still, devoid of
possibility. The loss of his hand feels like a death, a loss of
true love, a divorce—his divorce.
When Richard becomes increasingly paralyzed and is no
longer able to live on his own, Karina, his ex-wife, becomes
his reluctant caretaker. As Richard’s muscles, voice, and
breath fade, both he and Karina try to reconcile their past
before it’s too late.
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Fable
Adrienne Young
For seventeen-year-old Fable, the daughter of the most
powerful trader in the Narrows, the sea is the only home
she has ever known. It’s been four years since the night
she watched her mother drown during an unforgiving storm.
The next day her father abandoned her on a legendary
island filled with thieves and little food. To survive she must
keep to herself, learn to trust no one, and rely on the unique
skills her mother taught her. The only thing that keeps her
going is the goal of getting off the island, finding her father,
and demanding her rightful place beside him and his crew.
To do so Fable enlists the help of a young trader named
West to get her off the island and across the Narrows to her
father.
But her father’s rivalries and the dangers of his trading
enterprise have only multiplied since she last saw him, and
Fable soon finds that West isn't who he seems. Together,
they will have to survive more than the treacherous storms
that haunt the Narrows if they're going to stay alive.

The Farm
Joanne Ramos
Nestled in the Hudson Valley is a sumptuous retreat
boasting every amenity: organic meals, private fitness
trainers, daily massages—and all of it for free. In fact, you
get paid big money—more than you've ever dreamed of—to
spend a few seasons in this luxurious locale. The catch?
For nine months, you belong to the Farm. You cannot leave
the grounds; your every move is monitored. Your former life
will seem a world away as you dedicate yourself to the allconsuming task of producing the perfect baby for your
überwealthy clients.
Jane, an immigrant from the Philippines and a struggling
single mother, is thrilled to make it through the highly
competitive Host selection process at the Farm. But now
pregnant, fragile, consumed with worry for her own young
daughter's well-being, Jane grows desperate to reconnect
with her life outside. Yet she cannot leave the Farm or she
will lose the life-changing fee she'll receive on delivery—or
worse.
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Finding Dorothy
Elizabeth Letts
Maud Gage Baum, widow of the author of the book The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz, met Judy Garland, the young
actress playing the role of Dorothy on the set of The Wizard
of Oz in 1939. At the time, Maud was seventy-eight and
Judy was sixteen, but Maud immediately connected to
Judy--especially when Maud heard her sing "Over the
Rainbow," a song whose yearning brought to mind the
tough years in South Dakota when Maud and her husband
struggled to make a living.
This two-stranded story recreates Maud's youth as the
rebellious daughter of a suffragette, and Maud and Frank's
early days when they lived among the people, especially
young Dorothy, who would inspire Frank's masterpiece.
Woven into this past story is one set in 1939, describing the
high-pressured days on The Wizard of Oz film set where
Judy is being badgered by the director, producer, and her
ambitious stage mother to lose weight, bind her breasts,
and laugh, cry, and act terrified on command. As Maud had
promised to protect the original Dorothy back in Aberdeen,
she now takes on the job of protecting young Judy.
Firekeeper’s Daughter
Angeline Boulley
As a biracial, unenrolled tribal member and the product of a
scandal, eighteen-year-old Daunis Fontaine has never quite
fit in. Daunis dreams of studying medicine, but when her
family is struck by tragedy, she puts her future on hold to
care for her fragile mother.
The only bright spot is meeting Jamie, the charming new
recruit on her brother Levi’s hockey team. Yet even as
Daunis falls for Jamie, certain details don’t add up and she
senses the dashing hockey star is hiding something. Then
Daunis witnesses a shocking murder, thrusting her into the
heart of a criminal investigation.
Daunis secretly pursues her own investigation, tracking
down the criminals with her knowledge of chemistry and
traditional medicine. But the deceptions keep piling up and
soon the threat strikes too close to home.
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Five Little Indians
Michelle Good
A heart-wrenching story told from the alternating points of
view of five former residential school students as they
struggle to survive in 1960s Vancouver—one finding her
way into the dangerous world of the American Indian
movement; one finding unexpected strength in motherhood;
and one unable to escape his demons - and the bonds of
friendship that sustain them. Inspired by the author's
experiences.

Five Wives
Joan Thomas
In 1956, a small group of evangelical Christian missionaries
and their families journeyed to the rainforest in Ecuador
intending to convert the Waorani, a people who had never
had contact with the outside world. The plan was known as
Operation Auca. After spending days dropping gifts from an
aircraft, the five men in the party rashly entered the
“intangible zone.” They were all killed, leaving their wives
and children to fend for themselves.
Five Wives is the fictionalized account of the real-life
women who were left behind, and their struggles – with
grief, with doubt, and with each other – as they continued to
pursue their evangelical mission in the face of the explosion
of fame that followed their husbands’ deaths.
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The Four Winds
Kirsten Hannah
Texas, 1934. Millions are out of work and a drought has
broken the Great Plains. Farmers are fighting to keep their
land and their livelihoods as the crops are failing, the water
is drying up, and dust threatens to bury them all. One of the
darkest periods of the Great Depression, the Dust Bowl era,
has arrived with a vengeance.
In this uncertain and dangerous time, Elsa Martinelli—like
so many of her neighbors—must make an agonizing
choice: fight for the land she loves or go west, to California,
in search of a better life. The Four Winds is an indelible
portrait of America and the American Dream, as seen
through the eyes of one indomitable woman whose courage
and sacrifice will come to define a generation.

The Gilded Ones
Namina Forna
Sixteen-year-old Deka lives in fear and anticipation of the
blood ceremony that will determine whether she will
become a member of her village. Already different from
everyone else because of her unnatural intuition, Deka
prays for red blood so she can finally feel like she belongs.
But on the day of the ceremony, her blood runs gold, the
color of impurity--and Deka knows she will face a
consequence worse than death.
Then a mysterious woman comes to her with a choice: stay
in the village and submit to her fate, or leave to fight for the
emperor in an army of girls just like her. They are called
alaki--near-immortals with rare gifts. And they are the only
ones who can stop the empire's greatest threat.
Knowing the dangers that lie ahead yet yearning for
acceptance, Deka decides to leave the only life she's ever
known. But as she journeys to the capital to train for the
biggest battle of her life, she will discover that the great
walled city holds many surprises. Nothing and no one are
quite what they seem to be--not even Deka herself.
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The Glass Hotel
Emily St. John Mandel
A captivating novel of money, beauty, white-collar crime,
ghosts, and moral compromise in which a woman
disappears from a container ship off the coast of Mauritania
and a massive Ponzi scheme implodes in New York,
dragging countless fortunes with it.
Vincent is a bartender at the Hotel Caiette, a five-star glass
and cedar palace on an island in British Columbia.
Jonathan Alkaitis works in finance and owns the hotel.
When he passes Vincent his card with a tip, it's the
beginning of their life together.
That same day, Vincent's half-brother, Paul, scrawls a note
on the windowed wall of the hotel: "Why don't you swallow
broken glass." Leon Prevant, a shipping executive for a
company called Neptune-Avramidis, sees the note from the
hotel bar and is shaken to his core.
Thirteen years later Vincent mysteriously disappears from
the deck of a Neptune-Avramidis ship.

The Good Liar
Catherine McKenzie
When an explosion rips apart a Chicago building, the lives
of three women are forever altered. A year later, Cecily is in
mourning. She was supposed to be in the building that day.
Instead, she stood on the street and witnessed it going
down, with her husband and best friend inside. Kate, now
living thousands of miles away, fled the disaster and is
hoping that her past won’t catch up with her. And Franny, a
young woman in search of her birth mother, watched the
horror unfold on the morning news, knowing that the
woman she was so desperate to reconnect with was in the
building. Now, despite the marks left by the tragedy, they all
seem safe. But as its anniversary dominates the media, the
memories of that terrifying morning become dangerous
triggers. All these women are guarding important secrets.
Just how far will they go to keep them?
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The Great Alone
Kristin Hannah
Ernt Allbright, a former POW, comes home from the
Vietnam war a changed and volatile man. When he loses
yet another job, he makes an impulsive decision: he will
move his family north, to Alaska, where they will live off the
grid in America’s last true frontier. At first, Alaska seems to
be the answer to their prayers... But as winter approaches
and darkness descends on Alaska, Ernt’s fragile mental
state deteriorates, and the family begins to fracture. Soon
the perils outside pale in comparison to threats from within.
In their small cabin, covered in snow, blanketed in eighteen
hours of night, Leni and her mother learn the terrible truth:
they are on their own. In the wild, there is no one to save
them but themselves. In this unforgettable portrait of human
frailty and resilience, Kristin Hannah reveals the indomitable
character of the modern American pioneer and the spirit of
a vanishing Alaska―a place of incomparable beauty and
danger.

The Guest List
Lucy Foley
On an island off the coast of Ireland, guests gather to
celebrate two people joining their lives together as one. The
groom: handsome and charming, a rising television star.
The bride: smart and ambitious, a magazine publisher. It’s a
wedding for a magazine, or for a celebrity: the designer
dress, the remote location, the luxe party favors, the
boutique whiskey. The cell phone service may be spotty
and the waves may be rough, but every detail has been
expertly planned and will be expertly executed.
But perfection is for plans, and people are all too human. As
the champagne is popped and the festivities begin,
resentments and petty jealousies begin to mingle with the
reminiscences and well wishes. The groomsmen begin the
drinking game from their school days. The bridesmaid notso-accidentally ruins her dress. The bride’s oldest (male)
friend gives an uncomfortably caring toast.
And then someone turns up dead. Who didn’t wish the
happy couple well? And perhaps more important, why?
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The Hate U Give
Angie Thomas
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds:
the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy
suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance
between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses
the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the
hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon
afterward, his death is a national headline. What everyone
wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the
only person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what
Starr does or does not say could upend her community. It
could also endanger her life.

The Henna Artist
Alka Joshi
Escaping from an abusive marriage, seventeen-year-old
Lakshmi makes her way alone to the vibrant 1950s pink city
of Jaipur. There she becomes the most highly requested
henna artist—and confidante—to the wealthy women of the
upper class. But trusted with the secrets of the wealthy, she
can never reveal her own…
Known for her original designs and sage advice, Lakshmi
must tread carefully to avoid the jealous gossips who could
ruin her reputation and her livelihood. As she pursues her
dream of an independent life, she is startled one day when
she is confronted by her husband, who has tracked her
down these many years later with a high-spirited young girl
in tow—a sister Lakshmi never knew she had. Suddenly the
caution that she has carefully cultivated as protection is
threatened. Still she perseveres, applying her talents and
lifting up those that surround her as she does.
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The Home for Unwanted Girls
Joanna Goodman
In 1950s Quebec, French and English tolerate each other
with precarious civility—much like Maggie Hughes’ parents.
Maggie’s English-speaking father has ambitions for his
daughter that don’t include marriage to the poor French boy
on the next farm over. But Maggie’s heart is captured by
Gabriel Phénix. When she becomes pregnant at fifteen, her
parents force her to give baby Elodie up for adoption.
Elodie is raised in Quebec’s impoverished orphanage
system. It takes a tragic turn when Elodie, along with
thousands of other orphans in Quebec, is declared mentally
ill as the result of a new law that provides more funding to
psychiatric hospitals than to orphanages. Bright and
determined, Elodie withstands abysmal treatment at the
nuns’ hands, finally earning her freedom at seventeen,
when she is thrust into an alien, often unnerving world.
Maggie cannot forget the daughter she was forced to
abandon, and a chance reconnection with Gabriel spurs a
wrenching choice. Maggie realizes she must take what she
wants from life and go in search of her long-lost daughter,
finally reclaiming the truth that has been denied them both.
The Hour of the Witch
Chris Bohjalian
Boston, 1662. Mary Deerfield is twenty-four-years-old. Her
skin is porcelain, her eyes delft blue, and in England she
might have had many suitors. But here in the New World,
amid this community of saints, Mary is the second wife of
Thomas Deerfield, a man as cruel as he is powerful. When
Thomas, prone to drunken rage, drives a three-tined fork
into the back of Mary's hand, she resolves that she must
divorce him to save her life. But in a world where every
neighbor is watching for signs of the devil, a woman like
Mary--a woman who harbors secret desires and finds it
difficult to tolerate the brazen hypocrisy of so many men in
the colony--soon finds herself the object of suspicion and
rumor. When tainted objects are discovered buried in
Mary's garden, when a boy she has treated with herbs and
simples dies, and when their servant girl runs screaming in
fright from her home, Mary must fight to not only escape her
marriage, but also the gallows.
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How to Stop Time
Matt Haig
Tom Hazard has a dangerous secret. He may look like an
ordinary 41-year-old, but owing to a rare condition, he's
been alive for centuries. Tom has lived history-- performing
with Shakespeare, exploring the high seas with Captain
Cook, and sharing cocktails with Fitzgerald. Now, he just
wants an ordinary life.
So Tom moves back to London, his old home, to become a
high school history teacher--the perfect job for someone
who has witnessed the city's history first hand. Better yet, a
captivating French teacher at his school seems fascinated
by him. But the Albatross Society, the secretive group
which protects people like Tom, has one rule: never fall in
love.
As painful memories of his past and the erratic behavior of
the Society's watchful leader threaten to derail his new life
and romance, the one thing he can't have just happens to
be the one thing that might save him. Tom will have to
decide once and for all whether to remain stuck in the past,
or finally begin living in the present.

The Immortalists
Chloe Benjamin
It's 1969 in New York City's Lower East Side, and word has
spread of the arrival of a mystical woman, a traveling
psychic who claims to be able to tell anyone the day they
will die. The Gold children—four adolescents on the cusp of
self-awareness—sneak out to hear their fortunes. The
prophecies inform their next five decades.
Golden-boy Simon escapes to the West Coast, searching
for love in '80s San Francisco; dreamy Klara becomes a
Las Vegas magician, obsessed with blurring reality and
fantasy; eldest son Daniel seeks security as an army doctor
post-9/11; and bookish Varya throws herself into longevity
research, where she tests the boundary between science
and immortality.

21

In Five Years
Rebecca Serle
Where do you see yourself in five years? When Type-A
Manhattan lawyer Dannie Cohan is asked this question at
the most important interview of her career, she has a
meticulously crafted answer at the ready. Later, after nailing
her interview and accepting her boyfriend's marriage
proposal, Dannie goes to sleep knowing she is right on
track to achieve her five-year plan.
But when she wakes up, she’s suddenly in a different
apartment, with a different ring on her finger, and beside a
very different man. The television news is on in the
background, and she can just make out the scrolling date.
It’s the same night—December 15—but 2025, five years in
the future.
After a very intense, shocking hour, Dannie wakes again, at
the brink of midnight, back in 2020. She can’t shake what
has happened. It certainly felt much more than merely a
dream, but she isn’t the kind of person who believes in
visions. That nonsense is only charming coming from freespirited types, like her lifelong best friend, Bella.
Determined to ignore the odd experience, she files it away
in the back of her mind.
That is, until four-and-a-half years later, when by chance
Dannie meets the very same man from her long-ago vision.

Indians on Vacation
Thomas King
Meet Bird and Mimi in this brilliant new novel from one of
Canada’s foremost authors. Inspired by a handful of old
postcards sent by Uncle Leroy nearly a hundred years
earlier, Bird and Mimi attempt to trace Mimi’s long-lost uncle
and the family medicine bundle he took with him to Europe.
By turns witty, sly and poignant, this is the unforgettable
tale of one couple’s holiday trip to Europe, where their
wanderings through its famous capitals reveal a
complicated history, both personal and political.
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The Island of Sea Women
Lisa See
Set on the Korean island of Jeju, The Island of Sea
Women follows Mi-ja and Young-sook, two girls from very
different backgrounds, as they begin working in the sea with
their village’s all-female diving collective.
Over many decades—through the Japanese colonialism of
the 1930s and 1940s, World War II, the Korean War, and
the era of cellphones and wet suits for the women divers—
Mi-ja and Young-sook develop the closest of bonds.
Nevertheless, their differences are impossible to ignore: Mija is the daughter of a Japanese collaborator, forever
marking her, and Young-sook was born into a long line
of haenyeo and will inherit her mother’s position leading the
divers.
After hundreds of dives and years of friendship, forces
outside their control will push their relationship to the
breaking point.

Klara and the Sun
Kazuo Ishiguro
Klara and the Sun, the first novel by Kazuo Ishiguro since
he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature, tells the story
of Klara, an Artificial Friend with outstanding observational
qualities, who, from her place in the store, watches carefully
the behavior of those who come in to browse, and of those
who pass on the street outside. She remains hopeful that a
customer will soon choose her.
Klara and the Sun is a thrilling book that offers a look at our
changing world through the eyes of an unforgettable
narrator, and one that explores the fundamental question:
What does it mean to love?
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The Last Days of Café Leila
Donia Bijan
Set against the backdrop of Iran's rich, turbulent history,
this exquisite debut novel is a powerful story of food, family,
and a bittersweet homecoming. When we first meet Noor,
she is living in San Francisco, missing her beloved father,
Zod, in Iran.
Now, dragging her stubborn teenage daughter, Lily, with
her, she returns to Tehran and to Café Leila, the restaurant
her family has been running for three generations. Iran may
have changed, but Café Leila, still run by Zod, has stayed
blessedly the same - it is a refuge of laughter and solace for
its makeshift family of staff and regulars.
As Noor revisits her Persian childhood, she must rethink
who she is: a mother, a daughter, a woman estranged from
her marriage and from her life in California. And together,
she and Lily get swept up in the beauty and brutality of
Tehran.

The Last Hours
Minette Walters
June, 1348: the Black Death enters England through the
port of Melcombe in the county of Dorsetshire. Unprepared
for the virulence of the disease, and the speed with which it
spreads, the people of the county start to die in their
thousands.
In the estate of Develish, Lady Anne takes control of her
people's future - including the lives of two hundred bonded
serfs. Strong, compassionate and resourceful, Lady Anne
chooses a bastard slave, Thaddeus Thurkell, to act as her
steward. Together, they decide to quarantine Develish by
bringing the serfs inside the walls. With this sudden
overturning of the accepted social order, where serfs exist
only to serve their lords, conflicts soon arise. Ignorant of
what is happening in the world outside, they wrestle with
themselves, with God and with the terrible uncertainty of
their futures.
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The Last Neanderthal
Claire Cameron
Forty thousand years in the past, the last family of
Neanderthals roams the earth. After a crushingly hard
winter, their numbers are low, but Girl, the oldest daughter,
is just coming of age and her family is determined to travel
to the annual meeting place and find her a mate. But the
unforgiving landscape takes its toll, and Girl is left alone to
care for Runt, a foundling of unknown origin.
As Girl and Runt face the coming winter storms, Girl
realizes she has one final chance to save her people, even
if it means sacrificing part of herself. In the modern day,
archaeologist Rosamund Gale works well into her
pregnancy, racing to excavate newly found Neanderthal
artifacts before her baby comes. Linked across the ages by
the shared experience of early motherhood, both stories
examine the often taboo corners of women's lives.

The Last Thing He Told Me
Laura Dave
Before Owen Michaels disappears, he manages to smuggle
a note to his beloved wife of one year: Protect her.
Despite her confusion and fear, Hannah Hall knows exactly
to whom the note refers: Owen’s sixteen-year-old daughter,
Bailey. Bailey, who lost her mother tragically as a child.
Bailey, who wants absolutely nothing to do with her new
stepmother.
As Hannah’s increasingly desperate calls to Owen go
unanswered; as the FBI arrests Owen’s boss; as a US
Marshal and FBI agents arrive at her Sausalito home
unannounced, Hannah quickly realizes her husband isn’t
who he said he was. And that Bailey just may hold the key
to figuring out Owen’s true identity—and why he really
disappeared.
Hannah and Bailey set out to discover the truth, together.
But as they start putting together the pieces of Owen’s past,
they soon realize they are also building a new future. One
neither Hannah nor Bailey could have anticipated.
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Little Fires Everywhere
Celeste Ng
In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of
Cleveland, everything is meticulously planned – from the
layout of the winding roads, to the colours of the houses, to
the successful lives its residents will go on to lead. And no
one embodies this spirit more than Elena Richardson,
whose guiding principle is playing by the rules.
Enter Mia Warren – an enigmatic artist and single mother –
who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her teenage daughter
Pearl, and rents a house from the Richardsons. Soon Mia
and Pearl become more than just tenants: all four
Richardson children are drawn to the alluring motherdaughter pair. But Mia carries with her a mysterious past,
and a disregard for the rules that threatens to upend this
carefully ordered community.
When the Richardsons' friends attempt to adopt a ChineseAmerican baby, a custody battle erupts that dramatically
divides the town and puts Mia and Mrs. Richardson on
opposing sides. Suspicious of Mia and her motives, Mrs.
Richardson becomes determined to uncover the secrets in
Mia's past. But her obsession will come at unexpected and
devastating costs to her own family – and Mia's.

A Long Way from Home
Peter Carey
Irene Bobs loves fast driving. Her husband is the best car
salesman in rural south eastern Australia. Together with
Willie, their lanky navigator, they embark upon the Redex
Trial, a brutal race around the continent, over roads no car
will ever quite survive.
A Long Way from Home is Peter Carey's late style
masterpiece; a thrilling high speed story that starts in one
way, then takes you to another place altogether. Set in the
1950s in the embers of the British Empire, painting a picture
of Queen and subject, black, white and those in-between,
this brilliantly vivid novel illustrates how the possession of
an ancient culture spirals through history - and the love
made and hurt caused along the way.
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Lost and Wanted
Nell Freudenberger
Helen Clapp is a physics professor. She doesn't believe in
pseudo-science, or time travel and especially not in ghosts.
So when she gets a missed call from Charlie, her closest
friend from university with whom she hasn't spoken in over
a year, Helen thinks there must be some mistake. Because
Charlie died two days ago.
Then when her young son, Jack, claims to have seen
Charlie in their house just the other day, Helen begins to
have doubts.
Through the grief of the husband and daughter Charlie left
behind, Helen is drawn into the orbit of Charlie's world,
slotting in the missing pieces of her friend's past. And, as
she delves into the web of their shared history, Helen finds
herself entangled in the forgotten threads of her own life.
The Lost Girls of Paris
Pam Jenoff
1946, Manhattan. Grace Healey is rebuilding her life after
losing her husband during the war. One morning while
passing through Grand Central Terminal on her way to
work, she finds an abandoned suitcase tucked beneath a
bench. Unable to resist her own curiosity, Grace opens the
suitcase, where she discovers a dozen photographs—each
of a different woman. In a moment of impulse, Grace takes
the photographs and quickly leaves the station.
Grace soon learns that the suitcase belonged to a woman
named Eleanor Trigg, leader of a ring of female secret
agents who were deployed out of London during the war.
Twelve of these women were sent to Occupied Europe as
couriers and radio operators to aid the resistance, but they
never returned home, their fates a mystery.
Setting out to learn the truth behind the women in the
photographs, Grace finds herself drawn to a young mother
turned agent named Marie, whose daring mission overseas
reveals a remarkable story of friendship, valor and betrayal.
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Love and Ruin
Paula McLain
In 1937, twenty-eight-year-old Martha travels alone to
Madrid to report on the atrocities of the Spanish Civil War
and becomes drawn to the stories of ordinary people
caught in devastating conflict. She also finds herself
unexpectedly—and uncontrollably—falling in love with
Hemingway, a man already on his way to becoming a
legend. In the shadow of the impending Second World War,
and set against the tumultuous backdrops of Madrid,
Finland, China, Key West, and especially Cuba, where
Martha and Ernest make their home, their relationship and
professional careers ignite. But when Ernest publishes the
biggest literary success of his career, For Whom the Bell
Tolls, they are no longer equals, and Martha must make a
choice: surrender to the confining demands of being a
famous man's wife or risk losing Ernest by forging a path as
her own woman and writer. It is a dilemma that will force
her to break his heart, and her own.

Loveboat, Taipei
Abigail Wen
When eighteen-year-old Ever Wong’s parents send her
from Ohio to Taiwan to study Mandarin for the summer, she
finds herself thrust among the very over-achieving kids her
parents have always wanted her to be, including Rick Woo,
the Yale-bound prodigy profiled in the Chinese newspapers
since they were nine—and her parents’ yardstick for her
never-measuring-up life.
Unbeknownst to her parents, however, the program is
actually an infamous teen meet-market nicknamed
Loveboat, where the kids are more into clubbing than
calligraphy and drinking snake-blood sake than touring
sacred shrines.
Free for the first time, Ever sets out to break all her parents’
uber-strict rules—but how far can she go before she breaks
her own heart?
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The Lying Life of Adults
Elena Ferrante
Giovanna’s pretty face is changing, turning ugly, at least so
her father thinks. Giovanna, he says, looks more like her
Aunt Vittoria every day. But can it be true? Is she really
changing? Is she turning into her Aunt Vittoria, a woman
she hardly knows but whom her mother and father clearly
despise? Surely there is a mirror somewhere in which she
can see herself as she truly is.
Giovanna is searching for her reflection in two kindred cities
that fear and detest one another: Naples of the heights,
which assumes a mask of refinement, and Naples of the
depths, a place of excess and vulgarity. She moves from
one to the other in search of the truth, but neither city
seems to offer answers or escape.
Malibu Rising
Taylor Jenkins Reid
Malibu: August, 1983. It’s the day of Nina Riva’s annual
end-of-summer party, and anticipation is at a fever pitch.
Everyone wants to be around the famous Rivas: Nina, the
talented surfer and supermodel; brothers Jay and Hud, one
a championship surfer, the other a renowned photographer;
and their adored baby sister, Kit.
The only person not looking forward to the party of the year
is Nina herself, who never wanted to be the center of
attention, and who has also just been very publicly
abandoned by her pro tennis player husband. Oh, and
maybe Hud—because it is long past time to confess
something to his brother.
Jay, on the other hand, is counting the minutes until
nightfall, when the girl he can’t stop thinking about promised
she’ll be there.
And Kit has a couple secrets of her own—including a guest
she invited without consulting anyone.
By morning, the Riva mansion will have gone up in flames.
But before that first spark in the early hours before dawn,
the loves and secrets that shaped this family’s generations
will all come bubbling to the surface.
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Manhattan Beach
Jennifer Egan
Anna Kerrigan, nearly twelve years old, accompanies her
father to visit Dexter Styles, a man who, she gleans, is
crucial to the survival of her father and her family. She is
mesmerized by the sea beyond the house and by some
charged mystery between the two men.
Years later, her father has disappeared and the country is
at war. Anna works at the Brooklyn Naval Yard, where
women are allowed to hold jobs that once belonged to men,
now soldiers abroad. She becomes the first female diver,
the most dangerous and exclusive of occupations, repairing
the ships that will help America win the war.
One evening at a nightclub, she meets Dexter Styles again,
and begins to understand the complexity of her father’s life,
the reasons he might have vanished.

The Marrow Thieves
Cherie Dimaline
In a futuristic world ravaged by global warming, people
have lost the ability to dream, and the dreamlessness has
led to widespread madness. The only people still able to
dream are North America's Indigenous people, and it is
their marrow that holds the cure for the rest of the world.
But getting the marrow, and dreams, means death for the
unwilling donors.
Driven to flight, a fifteen-year-old and his companions
struggle for survival, attempt to reunite with loved ones and
take refuge from the "recruiters" who seek them out to bring
them to the marrow-stealing "factories."
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The Midnight Library
Matt Haig
Somewhere out beyond the edge of the universe there is a
library that contains an infinite number of books, each one
the story of another reality. One tells the story of your life as
it is, along with another book for the other life you could
have lived if you had made a different choice at any point in
your life. While we all wonder how our lives might have
been, what if you had the chance to go to the library and
see for yourself? Would any of these other lives truly be
better?
In The Midnight Library, Matt Haig’s enchanting new novel,
Nora Seed finds herself faced with this decision. Faced with
the possibility of changing her life for a new one, following a
different career, undoing old breakups, realizing her dreams
of becoming a glaciologist; she must search within herself
as she travels through the Midnight Library to decide what
is truly fulfilling in life, and what makes it worth living in the
first place.

Mostly Dead Things
Kristen Arnnett
One morning, Jessa-Lynn Morton walks into the family
taxidermy shop to find that her father has committed
suicide, right there on one of the metal tables. Shocked and
grieving, Jessa steps up to manage the failing business,
while the rest of the Morton family crumbles. Her mother
starts sneaking into the shop to make aggressively lewd art
with the taxidermied animals. Her brother Milo withdraws,
struggling to function. And Brynn, Milo’s wife—and the only
person Jessa’s ever been in love with—walks out without a
word.
As Jessa seeks out less-than-legal ways of generating
income, her mother’s art escalates—picture a figure of her
dead husband and a stuffed buffalo in an uncomfortably
sexual pose—and the Mortons reach a tipping point. For
the first time, Jessa has no choice but to learn who these
people truly are, and ultimately how she fits alongside them.
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The Mountains Sing
Nguyễn Phan Quế Mai
The Mountains Sing tells an enveloping, multigenerational
tale of the Trần family, set against the backdrop of the Việt
Nam War.
Trần Diệu Lan, who was born in 1920, was forced to flee
her family farm with her six children during the Land Reform
as the Communist government rose in the North.
Years later in Hà Nội, her young granddaughter, Hương,
comes of age as her parents and uncles head off down the
Hồ Chí Minh Trail to fight in a conflict that tore not just her
beloved country, but her family apart.
Vivid, gripping, and steeped in the language and traditions
of Việt Nam, The Mountains Sing brings to life the human
costs of this conflict from the point of view of the
Vietnamese people themselves, while showing us the true
power of kindness and hope.

My Dark Vanessa
Kate Elizabeth Russell
2000. Bright, ambitious, and yearning for adulthood, fifteenyear-old Vanessa Wye becomes entangled in an affair with
Jacob Strane, her magnetic and guileful forty-two-year-old
English teacher.
2017. Amid the rising wave of allegations against powerful
men, a reckoning is coming due. Strane has been accused
of sexual abuse by a former student, who reaches out to
Vanessa, and now Vanessa suddenly finds herself facing
an impossible choice: remain silent, firm in the belief that
her teenage self willingly engaged in this relationship or
redefine herself and the events of her past.
Alternating between Vanessa’s present and her past, My
Dark Vanessa juxtaposes memory and trauma with the
breathless excitement of a teenage girl discovering the
power her own body can wield.
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The Night Tiger
Yangsze Choo
When 11-year-old Ren's master dies, he makes one last
request of his Chinese houseboy: that Ren find his severed
finger, lost years ago in an accident, and reunite it with his
body. Ren has 49 days, or else his master's soul will roam
the earth, unable to rest in peace.
Ji Lin always wanted to be a doctor, but as a girl in 1930s
Malaysia, apprentice dressmaker is a more suitable
occupation. Secretly, though, Ji Lin also moonlights as a
dancehall girl to help pay off her beloved mother's Mahjong
debts. One night, Ji Lin's dance partner leaves her with a
gruesome souvenir: a severed finger. Convinced the finger
is bad luck, Ji Lin enlists the help of her erstwhile
stepbrother to return it to its rightful owner.
As the 49 days tick down, and a prowling tiger wreaks
havoc on the town, Ji Lin and Ren's lives intertwine in ways
they could never have imagined. Propulsive and lushly
written, The Night Tiger explores colonialism and
independence, ancient superstition and modern ambition,
sibling rivalry and first love.

The Night Watchman
Louise Erdich
It is 1953. Thomas Wazhashk is the night watchman at the
jewel bearing plant, the first factory located near the Turtle
Mountain Reservation in rural North Dakota. He is also a
Chippewa Council member who is trying to understand the
consequences of a new “emancipation” bill on its way to the
floor of the United States Congress.
Pixie (Patrice) Paranteau makes jewel bearings at the plant,
a job that barely pays her enough to support her mother
and brother. But Patrice needs every penny to follow her
beloved older sister, Vera, who moved to the big city of
Minneapolis. Vera may have disappeared; she hasn’t been
in touch in months, and is rumored to have had a baby.
Determined to find Vera and her child, Patrice makes a
fateful trip to Minnesota that introduces her to unexpected
forms of exploitation and violence, and endangers her life.
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Ninth House
Leigh Bardugo
Galaxy “Alex” Stern is the most unlikely member of Yale’s
freshman class. Alex dropped out of school early and into a
world of shady drug dealer boyfriends, dead-end jobs, and
much, much worse. By age twenty, in fact, she is the sole
survivor of a horrific, unsolved multiple homicide. But at her
hospital bed, Alex is offered a second chance: to attend one
of the world’s most elite universities on a full ride. What’s
the catch, and why her?
Still searching for answers to this herself, Alex arrives in
New Haven tasked by her mysterious benefactors with
monitoring the activities of Yale’s secret societies. These
eight windowless “tombs” are well-known to be haunts of
the future rich and powerful, from high-ranking politicos to
Wall Street and Hollywood’s biggest players. But their
occult activities are revealed to be more sinister and more
extraordinary than any paranoid imagination might
conceive.

On The Come Up
Angie Thomas
Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers
of all time. Or at least make it out of her neighborhood one
day.
As the daughter of an underground rap legend who died
before he hit big, Bri’s got big shoes to fill. But now that her
mom has unexpectedly lost her job, food banks and shutoff
notices are as much a part of Bri’s life as beats and rhymes.
With bills piling up and homelessness staring her family
down, Bri no longer just wants to make it — she has to
make it.
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One Brother Shy
Terry Fallis
Few people know the real Alex MacAskill. Most of the world
sees a painfully and chronically shy software engineer in his
mid-20s, soft-spoken, a bit of a loner, and someone easy to
escape notice wherever possible—and that’s just the way
Alex wants it. Because no matter how many years have
passed, the incident known only as “Gabriel” in the
MacAskill family is something that still haunts him.
But when his mother, one of the only people in the world
who Alex felt comfortable as himself around, dies after a
long illness, he suddenly has no choice but to face the very
thing that he’s been avoiding since that night in high school.
In an instant, Alex finds himself trying to piece together the
mystery of his identity, and on a search for parts of his
family he never knew existed—a search that takes him from
Ottawa to London to Moscow, encountering along the way
the KGB, painful memories from his past, and even the
1972 Russian hockey team—a search that ultimately helps
Alex discover himself.
Other People’s Children
R. J. Hoffman
Gail and Jon Durbin moved to the Chicago suburbs to set
up house as soon as Gail got pregnant. But then she
miscarried—once, twice, three times. Determined to expand
their family, the Durbins turn to adoption. When several
adoptions fall through, Gail’s desire for a child overwhelms
her.
Carli is a pregnant teenager from a blue-collar town nearby,
with dreams of going to college and getting out of her
mother’s home. When she makes the gut-wrenching
decision to give her baby up for adoption, she chooses the
Durbins. But Carli’s mother, Marla, has other plans for her
grandbaby.
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Pachinko
Min Jin Lee
In a small fishing village on the banks of the East Sea, a
club-footed, cleft-lipped man marries a fifteen-year-old girl.
The couple have one child, their beloved daughter Sunja.
When Sunja falls pregnant by a married yakuza, the family
face ruin. But then Isak, a Christian minister, offers her a
chance of salvation: a new life in Japan as his wife.
Following a man she barely knows to a hostile country in
which she has no friends, no home, and whose language
she cannot speak, Sunja’s salvation is just the beginning of
her story.

The Paris Library
Janet Skeslien Charles
Paris, 1939: Young and ambitious Odile Souchet has it all:
her handsome police officer beau and a dream job at the
American Library in Paris. When the Nazis march into
Paris, Odile stands to lose everything she holds dear,
including her beloved library. Together with her fellow
librarians, Odile joins the Resistance with the best weapons
she has: books. But when the war finally ends, instead of
freedom, Odile tastes the bitter sting of unspeakable
betrayal.
Montana, 1983: Lily is a lonely teenager looking for
adventure in small-town Montana. Her interest is piqued by
her solitary, elderly neighbor. As Lily uncovers more about
her neighbor’s mysterious past, she finds that they share a
love of language, the same longings, and the same intense
jealousy, never suspecting that a dark secret from the past
connects them.
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The Pull of the Stars
Emma Donoghue
In an Ireland doubly ravaged by war and disease, Nurse
Julia Power works at an understaffed hospital in the city
center, where expectant mothers who have come down
with the terrible new Flu are quarantined together. Into
Julia's regimented world step two outsiders—Doctor
Kathleen Lynn, a rumoured Rebel on the run from the
police, and a young volunteer helper, Bridie Sweeney.
In the darkness and intensity of this tiny ward, over three
days, these women change each other's lives in
unexpected ways. They lose patients to this baffling
pandemic, but they also shepherd new life into a fearful
world. With tireless tenderness and humanity, carers and
mothers alike somehow do their impossible work.

The Push
Ashley Audrain
Blythe Connor is determined that she will be the warm,
comforting mother to her new baby Violet that she herself
never had.
But in the thick of motherhood’s exhausting early days,
Blythe becomes convinced that something is wrong with her
daughter–she doesn’t behave like most children do.
Or is it all in Blythe’s head? Her husband, Fox, says she’s
imagining things. The more Fox dismisses her fears, the
more Blythe begins to question her own sanity, and the
more we begin to question what Blythe is telling us about
her life as well.
Then their son Sam is born–and with him, Blythe has the
blissful connection she’d always imagined with her child.
Even Violet seems to love her little brother. But when life as
they know it is changed in an instant, the devastating fallout forces Blythe to face the truth.
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Recipe for a Perfect Wife
Karma Brown
In this captivating dual narrative novel, a modern-day
woman finds inspiration in hidden notes left by her home’s
previous owner, a quintessential 1950s housewife. As she
discovers remarkable parallels between this woman’s life
and her own, it causes her to question the foundation of her
own relationship with her husband–and what it means to be
a wife fighting for her place in a patriarchal society.
When Alice Hale leaves a career in publicity to become a
writer and follows her husband to the New York suburbs,
she is unaccustomed to filling her days alone in a big,
empty house. But when she finds a vintage cookbook
buried in a box in the old home’s basement, she becomes
captivated by the cookbook’s previous owner–1950s
housewife Nellie Murdoch. Soon Alice learns that while
baked Alaska and meatloaf five ways may seem harmless,
Nellie’s secrets may have been anything but.

Red Clocks
Leni Zumas
In this ferociously imaginative novel, abortion is once again
illegal in America, in-vitro fertilization is banned, and the
Personhood Amendment grants rights of life, liberty, and
property to every embryo.
In a small Oregon fishing town, five very different women
navigate these new barriers alongside age-old questions
surrounding motherhood, identity, and freedom. Ro, a
single high-school teacher, is trying to have a baby on her
own, while also writing a biography of Eivør, a little-known
19th-century female polar explorer. Susan is a frustrated
mother of two, trapped in a crumbling marriage. Mattie is
the adopted daughter of doting parents and one of Ro's
best students, who finds herself pregnant with nowhere to
turn. And Gin is the gifted, forest-dwelling homeopath, or
"mender," who brings all their fates together when she's
arrested and put on trial in a frenzied modern-day witch
hunt.
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Return of the Trickster (Trickster #3)
Eden Robinson
Jared, teenaged trouble magnet, wakes up in a hospital bed
feeling like hell. Some of the people he loves--the ones who
are deaf to the magic that swirls around him--assume he fell
off the wagon after a tough year of sobriety. The truth for
Jared is so much worse. He finally knows for sure that he
has no hope of ever being normal because he really is the
son of Wee'git, a Trickster, and he's won the magic lottery-he is the only one of Wee'git's 535 children who is a
Trickster too.
There's more bad news: the only person in his life who is
happy that he's a Trickster is his ex, Sarah. Everyone else
he loves is either pissed with him or in danger from the dark
forces he's accidentally unleashed in their world. His
mother Maggie resents like hell that Jared has taken after
his father, but she is also determined that no one is going to
hurt her boy. For Maggie it's simple--Kill or be killed, bucko-and soon Jared is at the centre of an all-out war. A horrible
place to be for the sweetest Trickster there's ever been,
one whose first instinct is not mischief and mind games but
to make the world around him a kinder, safer, place.

The Rose Code
Kate Quinn
1940. As England prepares to fight the Nazis, three very
different women answer the call to mysterious country
estate Bletchley Park, where the best minds in Britain train
to break German military codes. But war, loss, and the
impossible pressure of secrecy will tear the three apart.
1947. As the royal wedding of Princess Elizabeth and
Prince Philip whips post-war Britain into a fever, three
friends-turned-enemies are reunited by a mysterious
encrypted letter--the key to which lies buried in the long-ago
betrayal that destroyed their friendship and left one of them
confined to an asylum. A mysterious traitor has emerged
from the shadows of their Bletchley Park past, and now
Osla, Mab, and Beth must resurrect their old alliance and
crack one last code together.
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The Secrets of Midwives
Sally Hepworth
The secrets of midwives tells the story of three generations
of women devoted to delivering new life into the world—and
the secrets they keep that threaten to change their own
lives forever.
Neva Bradley, a third-generation midwife, is determined to
keep the details surrounding her own pregnancy—including
the identity of the baby’s father— hidden from her family
and co-workers for as long as possible. Her mother, Grace,
finds it impossible to let this secret rest. For Floss, Neva’s
grandmother and a retired midwife, Neva’s situation thrusts
her back 60 years in time to a secret that eerily mirrors her
granddaughter’s—a secret which, if revealed, will have lifechanging consequences for them all.
Will these women reveal their secrets and deal with the
inevitable consequences? Or are some secrets best kept
hidden?
The Seven or Eight Deaths of Stella Fortuna
Juliet Grames
For Stella Fortuna, death has always been a part of life.
Stella’s childhood is full of strange, life-threatening
incidents—moments where ordinary situations like cooking
eggplant or feeding the pigs inexplicably take lethal turns.
Even Stella’s own mother is convinced that her daughter is
cursed or haunted.
In her rugged Italian village, Stella is considered an
oddity—beautiful and smart, insolent and cold. Stella uses
her peculiar toughness to protect her slower, plainer baby
sister Tina from life’s harshest realities. But she also
provokes the ire of her father Antonio: a man who demands
subservience from women and whose greatest gift to his
family is his absence.
When the Fortunas emigrate to America on the cusp of
World War II, Stella and Tina must come of age side-byside in a hostile new world with strict expectations for each
of them. Soon Stella learns that her survival is worthless
without the one thing her family will deny her at any cost:
her independence.
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Shadow and Bone
Leigh Bardugo
Surrounded by enemies, the once-great nation of Ravka
has been torn in two by the Shadow Fold, a swath of near
impenetrable darkness crawling with monsters who feast on
human flesh. Now its fate may rest on the shoulders of one
lonely refugee.
Alina Starkov has never been good at anything. But when
her regiment is attacked on the Fold and her best friend is
brutally injured, Alina reveals a dormant power that saves
his life—a power that could be the key to setting her warravaged country free. Wrenched from everything she
knows, Alina is whisked away to the royal court to be
trained as a member of the Grisha, the magical elite led by
the mysterious Darkling.
Yet nothing in this lavish world is what it seems. With
darkness looming and an entire kingdom depending on her
untamed power, Alina will have to confront the secrets of
the Grisha . . . and the secrets of her heart.
Shadow and Bone is the first installment in Leigh Bardugo's
Grisha Trilogy.
The Shoe on the Roof
Will Ferguson
Ever since his girlfriend ended their relationship, Thomas
Rosanoff’s life has been on a downward spiral. A gifted
med student, he has spent his entire adulthood struggling to
escape the legacy of his father, an esteemed psychiatrist
who used him as a test subject when he was a boy.
Thomas lived his entire young life as the “Boy in the Box,”
watched by researchers behind two-way glass.
But now the tables have turned. Thomas is the researcher,
and his subjects are three homeless men, all of whom claim
to be messiahs— but no three people can be the one and
only saviour of the world. Thomas is determined to “cure”
the three men of their delusions, and in so doing save his
career—and maybe even his love life. But when Thomas’s
father intervenes in the experiment, events spin out of
control, and Thomas must confront the voices he hears in
the labyrinth of his own mind.
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A Slow Burning Fire
Paula Hawkins
When a young man is found gruesomely murdered in a
London houseboat, it triggers questions about three women
who knew him. Laura is the troubled one-night-stand last
seen in the victim’s home. Carla is his grief-stricken aunt,
already mourning the recent death of yet another family
member. And Miriam is the nosy neighbor clearly keeping
secrets from the police. Three women with separate
connections to the victim. Three women who are – for
different reasons – simmering with resentment. Who are,
whether they know it or not, burning to right the wrongs
done to them. When it comes to revenge, even good people
might be capable of terrible deeds. How far might any one
of them go to find peace? How long can secrets smolder
before they explode into flame?

Son of a Trickster (Trickster #1)
Eden Robinson
Everyone knows a guy like Jared: the burnout kid in high
school who sells weed cookies and has a scary mom who's
often wasted and wielding some kind of weapon. Jared
does smoke and drink too much, and he does make the
best cookies in town, and his mom is a mess, but he's also
a kid who has an immense capacity for compassion and an
impulse to watch over people more than twice his age, and
he can't rely on anyone for consistent love and support,
except for his flatulent pit bull, Baby Killer--and now she's
dead.
Jared can't count on his mom to stay sober and stick
around to take care of him. He can't rely on his dad to pay
the bills and support his new wife and step-daughter. Jared
is only sixteen but feels like he is the one who must
stabilize his family's life, even look out for his elderly
neighbours. But he struggles to keep everything afloat...and
sometimes he blacks out. And he puzzles over why his
maternal grandmother has never liked him, why she says
he's the son of a trickster, that he isn't human. Mind you,
ravens speak to him--even when he's not stoned. You think
you know Jared, but you don't.
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The Starless Sea
Erin Morgenstern
Zachary Ezra Rawlins is a graduate student in Vermont
when he discovers a mysterious book hidden in the stacks.
As he turns the pages, entranced by tales of lovelorn
prisoners, key collectors, and nameless acolytes, he reads
something strange: a story from his own childhood.
Bewildered by this inexplicable book and desperate to
make sense of how his own life came to be recorded,
Zachary uncovers a series of clues that lead him to a
masquerade party in New York, to a secret club, and
through a doorway to an ancient library, hidden far below
the surface of the earth. What Zachary finds in this curious
place is more than just a buried home for books and their
guardians--it is a place of lost cities and seas, lovers who
pass notes under doors and across time, and of stories
whispered by the dead.
Zachary learns of those who have sacrificed much to
protect this realm, relinquishing their sight and their tongues
to preserve this archive, and also those who are intent on
its destruction. Together with Mirabel, a fierce, pink-haired
protector of the place, and Dorian, a handsome, barefoot
man with shifting alliances, Zachary travels the twisting
tunnels, darkened stairwells, crowded ballrooms, and
sweetly-soaked shores of this magical world, discovering
his purpose--in both the mysterious book and in his own
life.

Starlight
Richard Wagamese
Frank Starlight has long settled into a quiet life working his
remote farm, but his contemplative existence comes to an
abrupt end with the arrival of Emmy, who has committed a
desperate act so she and her child can escape a harrowing
life of violence. Starlight takes in Emmy and her daughter to
help them get back on their feet, and this accidental family
eventually grows into a real one. But Emmy's abusive ex
isn't content to just let her go. He wants revenge and is
determined to hunt her down.
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Such a Fun Age
Kiley Reid
In the midst of a family crisis one late evening, white
blogger Alix Chamberlain calls her African American
babysitter, Emira, asking her to take toddler Briar to the
local market for distraction. There, the security guard
accuses Emira of kidnapping Briar, and Alix's efforts to right
the situation turn out to be good intentions selfishly
mismanaged.

Survive the Night
Riley Sager
It's November 1991. George H. W. Bush is in the White
House, Nirvana's in the tape deck, and movie-obsessed
college student Charlie Jordan is in a car with a man who
might be a serial killer.
Josh Baxter, the man behind the wheel, is a virtual stranger
to Charlie. They met at the campus ride board, each looking
to share the long drive home to Ohio. Both have good
reasons for wanting to get away. For Charlie, it's guilt and
grief over the murder of her best friend, who became the
third victim of the man known as the Campus Killer. For
Josh, it's to help care for his sick father. Or so he says. Like
the Hitchcock heroine she's named after, Charlie has her
doubts. There's something suspicious about Josh, from the
holes in his story about his father to how he doesn't seem
to want Charlie to see inside the car's trunk. As they travel
an empty highway in the dead of night, an increasingly
worried Charlie begins to think she's sharing a car with the
Campus Killer. Is Josh truly dangerous? Or is Charlie's
suspicion merely a figment of her movie-fueled
imagination?
What follows is a game of cat-and-mouse played out on
night-shrouded roads and in neon-lit parking lots, during an
age when the only call for help can be made on a pay
phone and in a place where there's nowhere to run. In order
to win, Charlie must do one thing--survive the night.
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The Tattooist of Auschwitz
Heather Morris
In April 1942, Lale Sokolov, a Slovakian Jew, is forcibly
transported to the concentration camps at AuschwitzBirkenau. When his captors discover that he speaks several
languages, he is put to work as a Tätowierer (the German
word for tattooist), tasked with permanently marking his
fellow prisoners.
Imprisoned for more than two and a half years, Lale
witnesses horrific atrocities and barbarism—but also
incredible acts of bravery and compassion. Risking his own
life, he uses his privileged position to exchange jewels and
money from murdered Jews for food to keep his fellow
prisoners alive.
One day in July 1942, Lale comforts a trembling young
woman waiting in line to have the number 34902 tattooed
onto her arm. Her name is Gita, and in that first encounter,
Lale vows to somehow survive the camp and marry her.
The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane
Lisa See
In their remote mountain village, Li-yan and her family align
their lives around the seasons and the farming of tea. For
the Akha people, life goes on as it has for generations—
until a stranger appears at the village gate in a jeep, the first
automobile any of the villagers has ever seen.
Slowly, Li-yan, one of the few educated girls on her
mountain, begins to reject the customs that shaped her
early life. When she has a baby out of wedlock she rejects
the tradition that would compel her to give the child over to
be killed, and instead leaves her near an orphanage in a
nearby city.
As Li-yan comes into herself, leaving her village for an
education, a business, and city life, her daughter, Haley, is
raised in California by loving adoptive parents. Despite her
privileged childhood, Haley wonders about her origins.
Across the ocean Li-yan longs for her lost daughter. Over
the course of years, each searches for meaning in the study
of Pu’er, the tea that has shaped their family’s destiny for
centuries.
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The Testaments
Margaret Atwood
In this brilliant sequel to The Handmaid's Tale, acclaimed
author Margaret Atwood answers the questions that have
tantalized readers for decades.
When the van door slammed on Offred's future at the end
of The Handmaid's Tale, readers had no way of telling what
lay ahead for her—freedom, prison, or death. With The
Testaments, the wait is over.
Margaret Atwood's sequel picks up the story fifteen years
after Offred stepped into the unknown, with the explosive
testaments of three female narrators from Gilead.

This Close to Okay
Leesa Cross-Smith
On a rainy October night in Kentucky, recently divorced
therapist Tallie Clark is on her way home from work when
she spots a man precariously standing on the side of a
bridge. Without a second thought, Tallie pulls over and
jumps out of the car into the pouring rain. She convinces
the man to join her for a cup of coffee, and he eventually
agrees to come back to her house, where he finally shares
his name: Emmett.
Over the course of the emotionally charged weekend that
follows, Tallie makes it her mission to provide a safe space
for Emmett, though she hesitates to confess that this is also
her day job. But what she doesn't realize is that he's not the
only one who needs healing -- and she's not the only one
with secrets.
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This One Wild Life: A Mother-Daughter Wilderness
Memoir
Angie Abdou
Disillusioned with overly competitive organized sports and
concerned about her lively daughter's growing shyness,
author Angie Abdou sets herself a challenge: to hike a peak
a week over the summer holidays with Katie. They will bond
in nature and discover the glories of outdoor activity. What
could go wrong? Well, among other things, it turns out that
Angie loves hiking but Katie doesn't.
Hilarious, poignant, and deeply felt, This One Wild Life
explores parenting and marriage in a summer of
unexpected outcomes and growth for both mother and
daughter.

This Tender Land
William Kent Krueger
1932, Minnesota—the Lincoln School is a pitiless place
where hundreds of Native American children, forcibly
separated from their parents, are sent to be educated. It is
also home to an orphan named Odie O’Banion, a lively boy
whose exploits earn him the superintendent’s wrath. Forced
to flee, he and his brother Albert, their best friend Mose,
and a brokenhearted little girl named Emmy steal away in a
canoe, heading for the mighty Mississippi and a place to
call their own.
Over the course of one unforgettable summer, these four
orphans will journey into the unknown and cross paths with
others who are adrift, from struggling farmers and traveling
faith healers to displaced families and lost souls of all kinds.
With the feel of a modern classic, This Tender Land is an
enthralling, big-hearted epic that shows how the
magnificent American landscape connects us all, haunts
our dreams, and makes us whole.
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Transcription
Kate Atkinson
During WWII, Juliet Armstrong was conscripted into service
as a young woman, transcribing conversations between an
MI5 agent and a ring of suspected German sympathizers.
Years later, in 1950 post-war London, Julie can't escape the
repercussions of her work for the government and is pulled
back into the life of espionage she thought she'd left behind.
Kate Atkinson's latest novel brings mid-century London to
life in a gripping tale of deception and consequences.

Trickster Drift (Trickster #2)
Eden Robinson
In an effort to keep all forms of magic at bay, Jared, 17, has
quit drugs and drinking. But his troubles are not over: now
he's being stalked by David, his mom's ex--a preppy, khakiwearing psycho with a proclivity for rib-breaking. And his
mother, Maggie, a living, breathing badass as well as a
witch, can't protect him like she used to because he's
moved away from Kitimat to Vancouver for school.
Even though he's got a year of sobriety under his belt,
Jared also struggles with the temptation of drinking. And
he's got to get his grades up, find a job that doesn't involve
weed cookies, and somehow live peacefully with his Aunt
Mave, who has been estranged from the family ever since
she tried to "rescue" him as a baby from his mother.
As the son of a Trickster, Jared is a magnet for magic,
whether he hates it or not. He also still hears the Trickster
in his head, and other voices too. When the David situation
becomes a crisis, Jared can't ignore his true nature any
longer.
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Tweet Cute
Emma Lord
Meet Pepper, swim team captain, chronic overachiever,
and all-around perfectionist. Her family may be falling apart,
but their massive fast-food chain is booming ― mainly
thanks to Pepper, who is barely managing to juggle real life
while secretly running Big League Burger’s massive Twitter
account.
Enter Jack, class clown and constant thorn in Pepper’s
side. When he isn’t trying to duck out of his obscenely
popular twin’s shadow, he’s busy working in his family’s
deli. His relationship with the business that holds his future
might be love/hate, but when Big League Burger steals his
grandma’s iconic grilled cheese recipe, he’ll do whatever it
takes to take them down, one tweet at a time.
All’s fair in love and cheese ― that is, until Pepper and
Jack’s spat turns into a viral Twitter war. Little do they
know, while they’re publicly duking it out with snarky
memes and retweet battles, they’re also falling for each
other in real life ― on an anonymous chat app Jack built.

Valentine
Elizabeth Wetmore
It’s February 1976, and Odessa, Texas, stands on the cusp of
the next great oil boom. While the town’s men embrace the
coming prosperity, its women intimately know and fear the
violence that always seems to follow.
In the early hours of the morning after Valentine’s Day,
fourteen-year-old Gloria Ramírez appears on the front porch
of Mary Rose Whitehead’s ranch house, broken and barely
alive. The teenager had been viciously attacked in a nearby oil
field—an act of brutality that is tried in the churches and
barrooms of Odessa before it can reach a court of law. When
justice is evasive, the stage is set for a showdown with
potentially devastating consequences.
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The Vanishing Half
Brit Bennett
The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after
growing up together in a small, southern black community
and running away at age sixteen, it's not just the shape of
their daily lives that is different as adults, it's everything:
their families, their communities, their racial identities. Many
years later, one sister lives with her black daughter in the
same southern town she once tried to escape. The other
passes for white, and her white husband knows nothing of
her past. Still, even separated by so many miles and just as
many lies, the fates of the twins remain intertwined. What
will happen to the next generation, when their own
daughters' storylines intersect?

The Very Marrow of Our Bones
Christine Higdon
On a miserable November day in 1967, two women
disappear from a working-class town on the Fraser River.
The community is thrown into panic, with talk of drifters and
murderous husbands. But no one can find a trace of Bette
Parsons or Alice McFee. Even the egg seller, Doris
Tenpenny, a woman to whom everyone tells their secrets,
hears nothing. Ten-year-old Lulu Parsons discovers
something, though: a milk-stained note her mother, Bette,
left for her father on the kitchen table. Wally, it says, I will
not live in a tarpaper shack for the rest of my life . . .
Lulu tells no one, and months later she buries the note in
the woods. At the age of ten, she starts running — and
forgetting — lurching through her unraveled life, using the
safety of solitude and detachment until, at fifty, she learns
that she is not the only one who carries a secret.
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Warlight
Michael Ondaatje
It is 1945, and London is still reeling from the Blitz and
years of war. 14-year-old Nathaniel and his sister, Rachel,
are apparently abandoned by their parents, left in the care
of an enigmatic figure named The Moth. They suspect he
might be a criminal, and grow both more convinced and
less concerned as they get to know his eccentric crew of
friends: men and women with a shared history, all of whom
seem determined now to protect, and educate (in rather
unusual ways) Rachel and Nathaniel. But are they really
what and who they claim to be?
A dozen years later, Nathaniel begins to uncover all he
didn’t know or understand in that time, and it is this journey
– through reality, recollection, and imagination – that is told
in this magnificent novel.

Washington Black
Esi Edugyan
Washington Black is an eleven-year-old field slave who
knows no other life than the Barbados sugar plantation
where he was born.
When his master's eccentric brother chooses him to be his
manservant, Wash is terrified of the cruelties he is certain
await him. But Christopher Wilde, or "Titch," is a naturalist,
explorer, scientist, inventor, and abolitionist. He initiates
Wash into a world where a flying machine can carry a man
across the sky; where two people, separated by an
impossible divide, might begin to see each other as human;
and where a boy born in chains can embrace a life of
dignity and meaning. But when a man is killed and a bounty
is placed on Wash's head, Titch abandons everything to
save him.
What follows is their flight along the eastern coast of
America, and, finally, to a remote outpost in the Arctic,
where Wash, left on his own, must invent another new life,
one which will propel him further across the globe.
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When We Left Cuba
Chanel Cleeton
The Cuban Revolution took everything from sugar heiress
Beatriz Perez--her family, her people, her country. Recruited
by the CIA to infiltrate Fidel Castro's inner circle and pulled
into the dangerous world of espionage, Beatriz is consumed
by her quest for revenge and her desire to reclaim the life she
lost.
As the Cold War swells like a hurricane over the shores of the
Florida Strait, Beatriz is caught between the clash of Cuban
American politics and the perils of a forbidden affair with a
powerful man driven by ambitions of his own. When the everchanging tides of history threaten everything she has fought
for, she must make a choice between her past and future--but
the wrong move could cost Beatriz everything--not just the
island she loves, but also the man who has stolen her heart.

Where the Crawdads Sing
Delia Owens
For years, rumors of the “Marsh Girl” have haunted Barkley
Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast. So in late
1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the
locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh
Girl.
But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she
has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls
home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand.
Then the time comes when she yearns to be touched and
loved. When two young men from town become intrigued
by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life–until the
unthinkable happens.
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Wildland
Rebecca Hodge
When Kat Jamison retreats to the Blue Ridge Mountains,
she's counting on peace and solitude to help her make a
difficult decision. Her breast cancer has returned, but after
the death of her husband, her will to fight is dampened.
Now she has a choice to make: face yet another round of
chemotherapy or surrender gracefully.
Self-reflection quickly proves impossible as her getaway is
complicated by a pair of abandoned dogs and two friendly
children staying nearby, Lily and Nirav. In no time at all,
Kat's quiet seclusion is invaded by the happy confusion of
children and pets.
But when lightning ignites a deadly wildfire, Kat's cabin is
cut off from the rest of the camp, separating Lily and Nirav
from their parents. Left with no choice, Kat, the children,
and the dogs must flee on foot through the drought-stricken
forest, away from the ravenous flames. As a frantic rescue
mission is launched below the fire line, Kat drives the party
deeper into the mountains, determined to save four
innocent lives. But when the moment comes to save her
own, Kat will have to decide just how hard she's willing to
fight to survive--and what's worth living for.
The Wives
Tarryn Fisher
New York Times bestselling author Tarryn Fisher delivers a
pulse-pounding, fast-paced suspense novel that will leave
you breathless. A thriller you won’t be able to put down!
Thursday’s husband, Seth, has two other wives. She’s
never met them, and she doesn’t know anything about
them. She agreed to this unusual arrangement because
she’s so crazy about him.
But one day, she finds something. Something that tells a
very different—and horrifying—story about the man she
married.
What follows is one of the most twisted, shocking thrillers
you’ll ever read.
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The Woman in the Window
A.J. Finn
Anna Fox lives alone—a recluse in her New York City home,
unable to venture outside. She spends her day drinking wine
(maybe too much), watching old movies, recalling happier
times . . . and spying on her neighbors.
Then the Russells move into the house across the way: a
father, a mother, their teenage son. The perfect family. But
when Anna, gazing out her window one night, sees something
she shouldn’t, her world begins to crumble— and its shocking
secrets are laid bare.
What is real? What is imagined? Who is in danger? Who is in
control? In this diabolically gripping thriller, no one— and
nothing—is what it seems.

You Have a Match
Emma Lord
When Abby signs up for a DNA service, it’s mainly to give her
friend and secret love interest, Leo, a nudge. After all, she
knows who she is already: Avid photographer. Injury-prone
tree climber. Best friend to Leo and Connie … although ever
since the B.E.I. (Big Embarrassing Incident) with Leo, things
have been awkward on that front.
But she didn’t know she’s a younger sister.
When the DNA service reveals Abby has a secret sister,
shimmery-haired Instagram star Savannah Tully, it’s hard to
believe they’re from the same planet, never mind the same
parents—especially considering Savannah, queen of green
smoothies, is only a year and a half older than Abby herself.
The logical course of action? Meet up at summer camp
(obviously) and figure out why Abby’s parents gave Savvy up
for adoption. But there are complications: Savvy is a rigid rulefollower and total narc. Leo is the camp’s co-chef, putting
Abby's growing feelings for him on blast. And her parents
have a secret that threatens to unravel everything.
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Non-Fiction
21 Lessons for the 21st Century
Yuval Noah Harari
How do computers and robots change the meaning of being
human? How do we deal with the epidemic of fake news? Are
nations and religions still relevant? What should we teach our
children? Yuval Noah Harari's 21 Lessons for the 21st
Century is a probing and visionary investigation into today's
most urgent issues as we move into the uncharted territory of
the future.
As technology advances faster than our understanding of it,
hacking becomes a tactic of war, and the world feels more
polarized than ever, Harari addresses the challenge of
navigating life in the face of constant and disorienting change
and raises the important questions we need to ask ourselves
in order to survive.

A Bookshop in Berlin
Françoise Frenkel
In 1921, Françoise Frenkel--a Jewish woman from Poland-fulfills a dream. She opens La Maison du Livre, Berlin's first
French bookshop, attracting artists and diplomats, celebrities
and poets. The shop becomes a haven for intellectual
exchange as Nazi ideology begins to poison the culturally rich
city. In 1935, the scene continues to darken. First come the
new bureaucratic hurdles, followed by frequent police visits
and book confiscations.
Françoise's dream finally shatters on Kristallnacht in
November 1938, as hundreds of Jewish shops and
businesses are destroyed. La Maison du Livre is miraculously
spared, but fear of persecution eventually forces Françoise on
a desperate, lonely flight to Paris. When the city is bombed,
she seeks refuge across southern France, witnessing
countless horrors: children torn from their parents, mothers
throwing themselves under buses. Secreted away from one
safe house to the next, Françoise survives at the heroic hands
of strangers risking their lives to protect her.
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Aftershocks
Nadia Owusu
This poetic, genre-bending work—blending memoir with
cultural history—from Whiting Award winner Nadia Owusu
grapples with the fault lines of identity, the meaning of home,
black womanhood, and the ripple effects, both personal and
generational, of emotional trauma.
Nadia Owusu grew up all over the world—from Rome and
London to Dar-es-Salaam and Kampala. When her mother
abandoned her when she was two years old, the rejection
caused Nadia to be confused about her identity. Even after
her father died when she was thirteen and she was raised by
her stepmother, she was unable to come to terms with who
she was since she still felt motherless and alone.
When Nadia went to university in America when she was
eighteen she still felt as if she had so many competing
personas that she couldn’t keep track of them all without
cracking under the pressure of trying to hold herself together.
A powerful coming-of-age story that explores timely and
universal themes of identity, Aftershocks follows Nadia’s life
as she hauls herself out of the wreckage and begins to
understand that the only ground firm enough to count on is the
one she writes into existence.

Almost American Girl
Robin Ha
For as long as she can remember, it’s been Robin and her
mom against the world. Growing up in the 1990s as the only
child of a single mother in Seoul, Korea, wasn’t always easy,
but it has bonded them fiercely together.
So when a vacation to visit friends in Huntsville, Alabama,
unexpectedly becomes a permanent relocation—following her
mother’s announcement that she’s getting married—Robin is
devastated. Overnight, her life changes. She is dropped into a
new school where she doesn’t understand the language and
struggles to keep up. She is completely cut off from her friends
at home and has no access to her beloved comics. At home,
she doesn’t fit in with her new stepfamily. And worst of all, she
is furious with the one person she is closest to—her mother.
Then one day Robin’s mother enrolls her in a local comic
drawing class, which opens the window to a future Robin
could never have imagined.
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Be Kind, Be Calm, Be Safe: Three Words and Four Weeks
that Shaped a Pandemic
Dr. Bonnie Henry & Lynn Henry
From the BC doctor who has become a household name for
leading the response to the pandemic, a personal account of
the first weeks of COVID.
Dr. Henry's sister, Lynn, arrived in BC for a long-planned visit
on March 12, just as the virus revealed itself as a pandemic.
For the four ensuing weeks, Lynn had rare insight into the
whirlwind of Bonnie's daily life, with its moments of agony and
gravity as well as its occasional episodes of levity and grace.
Both a global story and a family story, Be Kind, Be Calm, Be
Safe combines Lynn's observations and knowledge of
Bonnie's personal and professional background with Bonnie's
recollections of how and why decisions were made, to tell in a
vivid way the dramatic tale of the four weeks that changed all
our lives.
Be Kind, Be Calm, Be Safe is about communication,
leadership, and public trust; about the balance between
politics and policy; and, at heart, about what and who we
value, as individuals and a society.

Becoming
Michelle Obama
In a life filled with meaning and accomplishment, Michelle
Obama has emerged as one of the most iconic and
compelling women of our era.
As First Lady of the United States of America—the first African
American to serve in that role—she helped create the most
welcoming and inclusive White House in history, while also
establishing herself as a powerful advocate for women and
girls in the U.S. and around the world, dramatically changing
the ways that families pursue healthier and more active lives,
and standing with her husband as he led America through
some of its most harrowing moments. Along the way, she
showed us a few dance moves, crushed Carpool Karaoke,
and raised two down-to-earth daughters under an unforgiving
media glare.
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Between Two Kingdoms
Suleika Jaouad
In the summer after graduating from college, Suleika Jaouad
was preparing, as they say in commencement speeches, to
enter “the real world”. She had fallen in love and moved to
Paris to pursue her dream of becoming a war correspondent.
But then, a few weeks shy of her twenty-third birthday, a
diagnosis: leukemia, with a 35 percent chance of survival. Just
like that, the life she had imagined for herself had gone up in
flames.
When Jaouad finally walked out of the cancer ward—after
three and a half years of chemo, a clinical trial, and a bone
marrow transplant—she was, according to the doctors, cured.
But as she would soon learn, a cure is not where the work of
healing ends; it’s where it begins. She had spent the past
1,500 days in desperate pursuit of one goal—to survive. And
now that she’d done so, she realized that she had no idea
how to live.
Jaouad embarked—with her new best friend, Oscar, a scruffy
terrier mutt—on a 100-day, 15,000-mile road trip across the
country. What she learned on this trip is that the divide
between sick and well is porous, that the vast majority of us
will travel back and forth between these realms throughout our
lives.
Beyond the Trees: A Journey Alone Across Canada’s
Arctic
Adam Shoalts
In the spring of 2017, Adam Shoalts, bestselling author and
adventurer, set off on an unprecedented solo journey across
North America's greatest wilderness. A place where, in our
increasingly interconnected, digital world, it's still possible to
wander for months without crossing a single road, or even see
another human being.
Between his starting point in Eagle Plains, Yukon Territory, to
his destination in Baker Lake, Nunavut, lies a maze of
obstacles: shifting ice floes, swollen rivers, fog-bound lakes,
and gale-force storms. And Shoalts must time his departure by
the breakup of the spring ice, then sprint across nearly 4,000
kilometers of rugged, wild terrain to arrive before winter.
His reward is the adventure of a lifetime.
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Black Water
David A. Robertson
The son of a Cree father and a non-Indigenous mother, David
A. Robertson was raised with virtually no knowledge or
understanding of his family’s Indigenous roots. His father,
Don, spent his early childhood on a trapline in the bush
northeast of Norway House, Manitoba, where his first teach
was the land. When his family was moved permanently to a
nearby reserve, Don was not permitted to speak Cree at
school unless in secret with his friends and lost the knowledge
he had been gifted while living on his trapline. His mother,
Beverly, grew up in a small Manitoba town with not a single
Indigenous family in it. Then Don arrived, the new United
Church minister, and they fell in love.
Structured around a father-son journey to the northern trapline
where Robertson and his father will reclaim their connection to
the land, Black Water is the story of another journey: a young
man seeking to understand his father's story, to come to terms
with his lifelong experience with anxiety, and to finally piece
together his own blood memory, the parts of his identity that
are woven into the fabric of his DNA.

By Chance Alone
Max Eisen
More than 70 years after the Nazi camps were liberated by the
Allies, a new Canadian Holocaust memoir details the rural
Hungarian deportations to Auschwitz-Birkenau, back-breaking
slave labour in Auschwitz I, the infamous “death march” in
January 1945, the painful aftermath of liberation, a journey of
physical and psychological healing.
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Chiru Sakura – Falling Cherry Blossoms
Grace Eiko Thomson
At eight years old, Grace Eiko Nishikihama was forcibly
removed from her Vancouver home and interned with her
parents and siblings in the BC Interior. Chiru Sakura--Falling
Cherry Blossoms is a moving and politically outspoken
memoir written by Grace, now a grandmother, with passages
from a journal kept by her late mother, Sawae Nishikihama.
An educated woman, Sawae married a naturalized Canadian
man and immigrated to Canada in 1930. They came with great
hopes and dreams of what Canada could offer them.
However, within just a little more than a decade after settling
happily in Paueru Gai (Powell Street) area, her dreams, and
those of her husband's, were completely shattered.
At eighty-four years of age, Sawae began writing her
memories for her children, ensuring they would know their
family's story. While translating her mother's journal, Grace
began to add her own experiences alongside her mother's,
exploring how generational trauma can endure, and how
differently she and her mother interpreted those years of
struggle.

Eat a Peach
David Chang
In 2004, David Chang opened a noodle restaurant named
Momofuku in Manhattan's East Village, not expecting the
business to survive its first year. In 2018, he was the owner
and chef of his own restaurant empire, with 15 locations from
New York to Australia, the star of his own hit Netflix show and
podcast, was named one of the most influential people of the
21st century and had a following of over 1.2 million. In this
inspiring, honest and heartfelt memoir, Chang shares the
extraordinary story of his culinary coming-of-age.
Chang's love of food and cooking remained a constant in his
life, despite the adversities he had to overcome. Over the
course of his career, the chef struggled with suicidal thoughts,
depression and anxiety. He shied away from praise and
begged not to be given awards. In Eat a Peach, Chang opens
up about his feelings of paranoia, self-confidence and pulls
back the curtain on his struggles, failures and learned lessons.
Deeply personal, honest and humble, Chang's story is one of
passion and tenacity, against the odds.
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Educated
Tara Westover
Tara Westover was 17 the first time she set foot in a
classroom. Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, she
prepared for the end of the world by stockpiling home-canned
peaches and sleeping with her "head-for-the-hills bag". In the
summer she stewed herbs for her mother, a midwife and
healer, and in the winter she salvaged in her father's junkyard.
Her father forbade hospitals, so Tara never saw a doctor or
nurse. The family was so isolated from mainstream society
that there was no one to ensure the children received an
education and no one to intervene when one of Tara's older
brothers became violent.
Then, lacking any formal education, Tara began to educate
herself. She taught herself enough mathematics and grammar
to be admitted to Brigham Young University, where she
studied history, learning for the first time about important world
events like the Holocaust and the civil rights movement. Her
quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans
and across continents. Only then would she wonder if she'd
traveled too far and if there was still a way home.
From the Ashes
Jesse Thistle
In this extraordinary memoir, Jesse Thistle—once a high
school dropout and now a rising Indigenous scholar—
chronicles his life on the streets and how he overcame trauma
and addiction to discover the truth about who he is.
Abandoned by his parents as a toddler, Jesse Thistle briefly
found himself in the foster-care system with his two brothers,
cut off from all they had known. Eventually the children landed
in the home of their paternal grandparents, but their toughlove attitudes meant conflicts became commonplace. And the
ghost of Jesse’s drug-addicted father haunted the halls of the
house and the memories of every family member. Struggling,
Jesse succumbed to a self-destructive cycle of drug and
alcohol addiction and petty crime, spending more than a
decade on and off the streets, often homeless. One day, he
finally realized he would die unless he turned his life around.
An eloquent exploration of what it means to live in a world
surrounded by prejudice and racism and to be cast
adrift, From the Ashes is, in the end, about how love and
support can help one find happiness despite the odds.
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Furiously Happy
Jenny Lawson
In Furiously Happy, a humor memoir tinged with just enough
tragedy and pathos to make it worthwhile, Jenny Lawson
examines her own experience with severe depression and a
host of other conditions, and explains how it has led her to live
life to the fullest.
"I've often thought that people with severe depression have
developed such a well for experiencing extreme emotion that
they might be able to experience extreme joy in a way that
‘normal people' also might never understand. And that's what
Furiously Happy is all about."

Heart Berries
Terese Marie Mailhot
Heart Berries is a powerful, poetic memoir of a woman's
coming of age on the Seabird Island Indian Reservation in the
Pacific Northwest. Having survived a profoundly dysfunctional
upbringing only to find herself hospitalized and facing a dual
diagnosis of post traumatic stress disorder and bipolar II
disorder; Terese Marie Mailhot is given a notebook and begins
to write her way out of trauma. The triumphant result is Heart
Berries, a memorial for Mailhot's mother, a social worker and
activist who had a thing for prisoners; a story of reconciliation
with her father―an abusive drunk and a brilliant artist―who
was murdered under mysterious circumstances; and an elegy
on how difficult it is to love someone while dragging the long
shadows of shame.
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The Honey Bus
Meredith May
Meredith May recalls the first time a honeybee crawled on her
arm. She was five years old, her parents had recently split and
suddenly she found herself in the care of her grandfather, an
eccentric beekeeper who made honey in a rusty old military
bus in the yard. That first close encounter was at once
terrifying and exhilarating for May, and in that moment she
discovered that everything she needed to know about life and
family was right before her eyes, in the secret world of bees.
May turned to her grandfather and the art of beekeeping as an
escape from her troubled reality. Her mother had receded into
a volatile cycle of neurosis and despair and spent most days
locked away in the bedroom. It was during this pivotal time in
May’s childhood that she learned to take care of herself,
forged an unbreakable bond with her grandfather and opened
her eyes to the magic and wisdom of nature.
The bees became a guiding force in May’s life, teaching her
about family and community, loyalty and survival and the
unequivocal relationship between a mother and her child.
How to Lose Everything
Christa Couture
Christa Couture has come to know every corner of grief—its
shifting blurry edges, its traps, its pulse of love at the centre
and the bittersweet truth that sorrow is a powerful and wise
emotion.
From the amputation of her leg as a cure for bone cancer at a
young age to her first child’s single day of life, the heart
transplant and subsequent death of her second child, the
divorce born of grief and then the thyroidectomy that
threatened her career as a professional musician, How to
Lose Everything delves into the heart of loss. Couture bears
witness to the shift in perspective that comes with loss, and
how it can deepen compassion for others, expand
understanding, inspire a letting go of little things and plant a
deeper feeling for what matters. At the same time, Couture's
writing evokes the joy and lightness that both precede and
eventually follow grief, as well as the hope and resilience that
grow from connections with others.
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The Library Book
Susan Orlean
On the morning of April 29, 1986, a fire alarm sounded in the
Los Angeles Public Library. As the moments passed, the
patrons and staff who had been cleared out of the building
realized this was not the usual fire alarm. As one fireman
recounted, “Once that first stack got going, it was ‘Goodbye,
Charlie.’”
The fire was disastrous: it reached 2000 degrees and burned
for more than seven hours. By the time it was extinguished, it
had consumed four hundred thousand books and damaged
seven hundred thousand more. Investigators descended on
the scene, but more than thirty years later, the mystery
remains: Did someone purposefully set fire to the library—and
if so, who?

Midnight in Chernobyl
Adam Higginbotham
April 25, 1986, in Chernobyl, was a turning point in world
history. The disaster not only changed the world’s perception
of nuclear power and the science that spawned it, but also our
understanding of the planet’s delicate ecology. With the
images of the abandoned homes and playgrounds beyond the
barbed wire of the 30-kilometer Exclusion Zone, the rusting
graveyards of contaminated trucks and helicopters, the
farmland lashed with black rain, the event fixed for all time the
notion of radiation as an invisible killer.
Chernobyl was also a key event in the destruction of the
Soviet Union, and, with it, the United States’ victory in the Cold
War. For Moscow, it was a political and financial catastrophe
as much as an environmental and scientific one. With a total
cost of 18 billion rubles—at the time equivalent to $18 billion—
Chernobyl bankrupted an already teetering economy and
revealed to its population a state built upon a pillar of lies.
The full story of the events that started that night in the control
room of Reactor No.4 of the V.I. Lenin Nuclear Power Plant
has never been told—until now.
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Nishga
Jordan Abel
As a Nisga'a writer, Jordan Abel often finds himself in a
position where he is asked to explain his relationship to
Nisga'a language, Nisga'a community, and Nisga'a cultural
knowledge. However, as an intergenerational survivor of
residential school--both of his grandparents attended the
same residential school--his relationship to his own
Indigenous identity is complicated to say the least.
Nishga explores those complications and is invested in
understanding how the colonial violence originating at the
Coqualeetza Indian Residential School impacted his
grandparents' generation, then his father's generation, and
ultimately his own.

Nobody Ever Talks About Anything but the End
Liz Levine
In November of 2016, Liz Levine’s younger sister, Tamara,
reached a breaking point after years of living with mental
illness. In the dark hours before dawn, she sent a final
message to her family then killed herself.
In Nobody Ever Talks About Anything But the End, Liz weaves
the story of what happened to Tamara with another significant
death—that of Liz’s childhood love, Judson, to cancer. She
writes about her relationship with Judson, Tamara’s struggles,
the conflicts that arise in a family of challenging personalities,
and how death casts a long shadow.
This memorable account of life and loss is haunting yet filled
with dark humor—Tamara emails her family when Trump is
elected to check if she’s imagining things again, Liz discovers
a banana has been indicted as a whistleblower in an alleged
family conspiracy, and a little niece declares Tamara’s funeral
the “most fun ever!”
With honesty, Liz exposes the raw truths about grief and
mourning that we often shy away from—and almost never
share with others. And she reveals how, in the midst of death,
life—with all its messy complications—must also be
celebrated.
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